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SUBJECT: RENEWED SPECULATION ON ARIEL SHARON'S FUTURE 

1. LAST-MOMENT DECISION TO DROP GENERAL ADVISOR ARIEL 
(ARIK) SHARON PROM ENTOURAGE ACCOMPANYING RABIN TO 
WASHINGTON HAS LED TO RENEWED SPECULATION THAT SHARON 
INTENDS TO RESIGN IN NEAR PUTURE. HAARETZ POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT MATTI GOLAN WROTE ON JAN 28 THAT SHARON 
HAS ALREADY REACHED A DECISION TO RESIGN BUT IS MERELY 
AWAITING APPROPRIATE OCCASION. ACCORDING TO GOLAN, 
RABIN-SHARON RELATIONSHIP HAS BECOME PROGRESSIVELY 
STRAINED. ONE ONE HAND, RABIN REPORTEDLY HAS BECOME 
TIRED OF SHARON'S ENDLESS CRITICISM OP AND OPPOSITION 

TO THE GOVERNMENT'S POREIGN POLICY LINE. CONVERSELY, 
SHARON HAS POUND HIS OFPICIAL DUTIES PROGRESSIVELY 
RESTRICTED AND HIS INPLUENCE ON DECISION-MAKING TO BE 
EXTREMELY LIMITED. 

2. LOCAL OBSERVERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE SPOKEN THIS 
WEEK HAVE TOLD US THAT SUDDEN DECISION TO DROP SHARON 
PROM WASHINGTON TRIP WAS PROBABLY POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
AND NOT REPEAT NOT LINKED TO LEBANESE SITUATION AS 
CLAIMED IN INITIAL NEWS REPORTS. ACCORDING TO ONE 
USUALLY WELL-INFORMED SOURCE, AS LATE AS TWO DAYS 
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IN THE ENTOURAGE. SOMETHING HAPPENED IN THOSE LAST 
48 HOURS TO CHANGE HIS PLANS. SPECULATION IS THAT 
SHARON HAD GOTTEN WORD THAT HIS WASINGTON ROLE WOULD 
BE DOWNGRADED AND THAT HE WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM 
A NUMBER OF KEY MEETINGS. ANOTHER VERSION HAS IT 
THAT BOTH RABIN AND HE KNOW THAT HE IS ON HIS WAY OUT 
AND THAT IT MADE NO SENSE TO TAKE HIM TO WASHINGTON. 

3. WIDELY-HELD ASSUMPTION IN ISRAELI POLITICAL 
CIRCLES IS THAT SHARON WILL AWAIT THE CABINET DEBATE 
ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN REGARDING THE WEST BANK 
AND WILL THEN RESIGN IN OPPOSITION TO WHAT HE WILL 
CHARACTERIZE AS THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO CONSIDER 
SACRIFICING ISRAEL'S VITAL SECURITY INTERESTS UNDER 
U.S. PRESSURE. HE WOULD THEN BE IN A POSITION TO 
ATTRACT ALL THOSE ELEMENTS WHO BELIEVE THAT A "FIRM " 

LINE IS ALWAYS THE BEST ANSWER AND WHO HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR A LEADER AROUND WHOM TO COALESCE. MOST 
OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT IT WAS PRECISELY TO AVOID THIS 
CONTINGENCY THAT RABIN BROUGHT HIM INTO THE GOVERNMENT. 
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